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FAving Live | you ſows hort DireRtions 
for yo Behaviour towards God; your 
;Govethours: and your Neighbours, 
your Soldes and your Families z' which 
aeg tor au help-to thiſe of you 
tinb eannbt hear 'the' charge of buying Bobk$ aft 
whofe worldliy E 
much time to * in Reuding: I am willing, for 

8 your farther” aſſiſtance, and the more ſucceſsfũ tab d 
charge of my Miniſtry T you, o oy 22 
a Aer other aft 


1. T6 your genera — 2 het preparation for amen, 
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| Sickneſt e 89 Dent 1 1 3 Wt HT, Hs 3; 
| 41. Fot Four berteler Behavior une ef 
Four Sicknels. 5 


—_ Voufednduct after it in caſe of: 


V. A'perfeRii what is bebind of your . 
15 5 Peter. 55 Is: d 4 


Preparation TI an reduce t6"theſ Heads. 
A generaf confdetatien of 110 uncertainty of 
| Your Condition, atid the rexfoniblenets of expectin 
Þ cone when you are in Health and Proſperity. * 

: A Care e warte Kffalrs with this 
ro 


an, bee Repentance, fn 4 FE YM: 


i. recommend toy ane cane or 
1 Wüncer ain of OE ition, and *the Teaſona- 
dleneſs of . hange when: vou are in 


calth and Profperity, In orice to this jet me put 
you in mind that our conſtitutions are liable to alte- 


ations and changes from à great variety of contin- 

zences; and that you are not to look on this Word 

N 5 the plate of yottt abode your Enjoyments here 
re teeting and-incoriftant, and as long as you cannot 
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ſſmare in what happens to either ; when the mind is 


Peu, ſorrow, fear or anger, they have an immediate 


(4) ME 
live free from Sins, Follies and Miſtakes it is beſt for 
you that they are ſo: A conſtant ſtate of Health, and 
a continued Scene of Proſperity requires more Vir. 
tue and Prudence in order to a due management 
thereof than moſt People can pretend to in this 
World; and therefore a generat proſpett of a change 
that may ſoon happen to you, When well manag d 
will prove of great advantage, being proper to check 
the inſdlence of your carnal Appetites, to mortific 
your evil affeſtions, to put bounds to pride, covet · 
ouſneſs, luſt and anger, that otherwiſe would be 

too apt to gain a great and uncontroulable power 
over you, tempt you to preſumption and all the ſad 
«conſequences ot it. It will alſo make any Evils lefs 
afflictive when they come, -becauſe leſs ſurpriſing ; 
your minds will be arm'd againſt ſuch as you daily 
'expett, and you will bear them the better, if God 
pleaſes to ſend them, Think therefore on this in the 
beſt and moſt healthy part of yourlifez when you have 
power and opportunity to deliberate, and do not 
ove it to the very ſurpriſing minutes of Sickneſ; 
or Calamitys 3 your care for a deliverance from 
which, may be apt to Stifle your Thoughts, of your ti 
.greateft concern, or by bringing them too ſuddenlyſ 5, 
on you may increaſe. the diſtemper and give it too tc 
much advantage. There is ſo cloſe an Union be- 
veen Soul and Body that they muſt bear a common 


OS Sr rere new. ere 


burthen d with grief, or ſurpris d by any paſſion of 


Influence on the Body, which is expreſs'd by it's 
various poſtures and. motions. as. it is affected: and 
when the Body is indiſpoſed the Soul bears part-with 
it, and expreſſes her concern. by caſting about fc 
proper methods of Eaſe and relief, 
And conſidering, how furprifing many diftem; 
are, how little warning they Hive, and. how. many} 
times People are in a very few Minutes depriv'd 
of the uſe of their Reaſon, and not capable ſo much 
as to n in Pray'r.or any att of Religion, ſurelz 


ual; * e 
c . 1 + 
- Sa * — * 


ES 7 * Fay | 
} fo jou muſt eſteem it moſt ſafe and prudent to make 5 
a timely preparation for your change, while you are 


—.— in capacity to do it, and have time by the forelock. 
This will neither haſten Sickneſs or Death, but may 
nent in all probability be a means to preſerve Life and 


Health, by teaching you to keep your Bodys in tem- 
perance and wang, | free from paſſions. Lou 
will by this means, become better acquainted with 
your ſelves, lay up in ſtore a good ſtock of Humi- 
lity, Meekneſs, Patience, Self-denial and Reſignation 
to the Divine Will againſt the time you will moſt 

| ſtand in need of them. Thus daily reptenithing . 
werf your ſtock of Oyl, and keeping your Lamps trim'd- 
e ſad and adornd with the Divine Graces and Virtues of 

s les your: Holy Religion, you. will by the Bleſſing and 
1838 Afiftance of God be ready with the wiſe Virgins to 
dal meet the Brid2groom of your Souls: With the indu- 
God ſtrious Servant, in the Parable, you. will be enabled 
with. comfort to give an account to your Heavenly 
have Maſter of thoſe Talents he has committed to your 
not care and manageme t. 
kneſs He that is to embark for a great; Voyage will 
from take care according to his abilitys to provide every 
Jour thing that is Neceffary and proper for him, will 
enlyB furniſh himſelf with all Conveniencies and Endeavour 
+ LOO to get himſelf as well recommended as he can; that 
bei ſo when, he has paſs d the Difficultys and Hazards of 
mon the Sea and Winds, he may arrive at his deſir d Port 
with a. comfortable proſpect. We are all of us on 
our way to another World, are here but Strang- 
ers, Probationers for Eternity, ſo. that you ought 
while you have time and y pany to ſerve God, 
to do al the Good you can for your fellow Creatures, 
1 carefully to govern your ſelves, Let Devotion 
and Piety towards God, Juftice and Charity towards 


your Neighboursz Temperance, Chaſtity, Meekne ſs 1 

d and Moderation in the government of your Appe- f 

an tites, and A ffections be your daily care... i 
And let me recommend to you a Chearful in- 

nocent freedom of Temper in the Management of: 
8 OE 8 a, l : . x > | your od 
a3 


CON 
your: ſelves and affairs; they diſparage the Chris 
ſtian Religion that think it ſhould make People 
Sate and Moroſe The Yoke of Chriſt is Eaſy, 
aud his Burtben Light. vou have no reſtraints 

on you but Shuningavhat willchurt you, nor are yon 
enjoy md any thing but what really Conduces to your 
Subſtantial Happineſs. all the ways of Piety are 
Pleaſure, and ber Paths lead to a well Grounded 
Peace. It muſt be from a wrong Apprehenſion of 
the Excellencys and Perfections of the Divine Being, 
that any one ran pretènd to charge him with the 
Impoſing hard ſhips or ſevere tasks on his Creatures. 
He has fram'd his PMs agreeable to theſe rational 
Facultys he has endow'd you'withal, and interwoven 
your own Intereſt!and Happineſs with them. Inſo- 
much that you cannot be Diſobedient without of- 
fering ſome Violence to your 'own Nature and foot 
iſhly forſaking the moſt proper way of Promoting 
your on Felicity. And the Im perfection of your 
Performances is in ſome meaſure ston'd for by your 
readineſs to do what you can, and that Cheerfulneſs of 
mind will help yon ſtinl to do it. 2. Cor. 8. 12. St. Paul's, 
aſſertion is true of all Chriſtan Dutys as well as of that 


of Charity. For if there be firſt a willing mind it ts. 
acceptable according to that a Man tath. c. 9, v. 7. for as. 


God lover atheerful giver ſo does he like the fame tem- 
rious Applications to the Conſideration of theſe things 
you will fiud the beſt and moſt Comfortable prepara- 
tion for any — and alteration of your Condition. 
2. And it wilF in the Second place dirett you to a 
prudent care in ordering your Worldly Affairs, and 
teach you not to Court the World too earneſtly, 


or maſte tos much haſt to be Rich leaſt you fall into 


divers Temptations. © In any ftrait do not entertain 
the leaſt diffidenee of Divine Proyidence, for you may 


be aſſur d as God knows what is beſt for you, ſo in his: 
infinite Goodneſs and Wiſdom {if with Patience and 


Submiſſion you wait the Iſſue) yo . 
than you Expected, how ever much better than you 
1. | / ; % 4 5 | 0 | 


iftiang performances. Your ſe-. 


you may find it better 


2 A | 


— 
1 


- 


can pretend to Deſerye. On the other Hand live 
not beyond your income, or Spend what fairly ought 
to be left to. Poſterity; but take care to make an 
honeſt Proviſion for your Families and dependants, 
in ſuch meaſure as may enable you to bear thoſe 
Loſſes and Caſualt ies your fortune in the World is 
liable to, and to be helpful to others. In order to 
which it will be Adyiſable to keep your accounts 
clear, and always a Vill by you, made on due deli- 
beration, and with the beſt Aſſiſtance you can get; 
ſo as thoſe to whom you deſign Juſtice and Friend 
ſhip; may have the benefit of it without Vexatious 
and Chargeable Diſputes, In the time of ſickneſs 
a Man has Buſineſs enough to intend the Dutys 
of Religion proper under thoſe Circumſtances, - 
and to obſerve the Methods preſcribed him 
for the recovery of his Health, without being 
clog d with the perplexing thoughts of the diſ- 
poſal of his Fortune, a trouble that when it is not 
prevented is often increaſed at ſuch a time, by the 
different expeRations of ſeveral Relations and De- 
pendants, all whom it will be hard to pleaſe, and 
the difficulty it gives you may de prꝭ judicial both 
to Body and Soul, for this reaſon too you may think. 
it prudent to keep your Will ſecret. © 
When you are making your Will remember the 
Poor as far as your Abilities and Circumftances will 
fairly: permit; and if Gdòd has Bleſs'd you with a 
plentiful Fortune, think of ſome way that may be 
moſt proper to expreſs your thankfulneſs by contri- 
but ing to ſome publick Good. What ever you give 
be it more or leſs, ſo order it that it may not be 
ſquandered away in Riot and Exceſs. There are 
two things much wanting among us; the one is 
a Reward and Encouragement for Phyſicians to take 
care of poer Sick People in their Neighbourhood, . 
many ſtrong Labouring Men dying for want of 
alittle help, who might at a ſmall charge have been 
recovered, and lived to bring up their Families. The 
other is a competent ſettlement in Country Pari- 


(8) 
hes for the Inſtruction of poor Peoples Children in 


Reading and Writing: in Towns that are ſmall and 


contiguous one Mafter might ſerve for two or three. 
What a comfort would it be to their Parents to have 
their Children Read the Holy Scriptures to them? 
which would awaken them to a Senſe of their Duty, 
the frequent hearing the Divine Laws would lay a 
great reftraint on them againſt Sin, and ſeaſon the 


tender years of Children with good Thoughts and 
Religious Principles, and prevent in a great meaſure 


the early growth of wickedneſs. How will People re- 
verence the Memory ofſuch, and bleſs God for raifing 
them upto behappy inftruments oftheir ſpiritual be- 
nefit and comfort. This would tend to the Honour of 
God, and the flouriſhing ftate of the reformed Re- 


ligion. I hope you are above the mean fancy (which 


yet ſome People that we meet with entertain) that 

x muſt immediately follow the making their 
j 8. | An | a . 

Theſe Rules with what you may your ſelves ob- 


ſerve in reading the Holy Scriptures, and hearing 
Religious Diſcourſes, will be of uſe to you in this 


great Concern. Vet to render your ſtate the more 
fafe and eaſy for the future, it's abſolutely neceſſary 
that you look back, into the paſt Actions of your Life 
ad examine wherein you have done amils, and this 
na: 7575 T6 17 75 175% 

3. To mind you in the Third Place, of the Prudence 
and ſafety of à ſincere and early Repentance. That 


. 


we are all Sinners, and ſtand in need of God's Mer- 
cy and Pardon, is the acknowledgment of all Chri- 


ſtians; but as ſome are frighted with the difficulties 
of the Task, ſo others have ſuch low and mean 
thoughts of it, as if it were to be acceptably done at 
any time, aud therefore leave it to the laſt periods. 


of their Lives. Faith and Repentance are the con- 


ditions of the Goſpel Covenant, the truth of the one, 
is to be judg'd by the ſincerity of the Other. If yon 


heartily believe all that God has done for you, and 


what he has promis'd or threatned — CAT ner | 
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Behaviour, and if you Confider what Miſeries your* 
ſins Expoſe you to, and what s they deprive 
you of, and take any juft Meaſures of your Duty and 
ntereft, and examine your behaviour by thoſe Laws 
and Rules, you have given you to Govern and Dirett: 
your ſelves by z you muſt be convint d of the neceffi- 
ty of your Repentance: and when you are ſo, the next 
thing you are to conſider, is how you ſhall render 
it acceptable to God, and really beneficial to your 
ſelves.” In order to which it muſt be ſincere, for 
no Service is acceptable to the ſearcher of hearts 
without integrity, and it is in vain for Men to think 
to illude or impoſe on him who knoweth all, e 
Repentance is all that whole pray. which Is the 
intire Duty of a Chriſtian after he has been over- 
taken ia a fault, it includes a renouncing of all Evil, 
ard requires the practice of all Chriſtian Vertues, 
and therefore we are exhorted to it in the Scrip: ures. 
by thoſe expreſſions of ceaſing. to do Evil, and lear- 
ning to do well. When Chrift comes, to, Judgment 
Rom. 2.6, St. Paul acquaints us that he Will fender 
to every Man according to his Works... The main 
deſign of the Scripture is to make known to us the: 
Laws of God and the terms of his gracious Cove- 


1 


nant, and to DING. Exhort and Encourage us to 


live in all Piety and Devotion towards God, by o- 

beying in Sincerity of heart all his Laws, depending 
on his gracious Providence, reſigning. our Wills and 

Affections to his diſpoſal, preſerying: our-+fclves in 
Purity and Temperance, in Juſtice and Charity, do- 
ing the thing that.is right; keeping Peas and ſhew- 

ing Mercy towards all Men, St. 54. 1..26,2% This 

is that pure and undefiled Religion before God and 
the Father, w hich will 1ead-us.Charitably.to.compaſ- 


ſionate the needy and miſerable and keep us unſpot- 


ted from all the filthineſs; and diſobedience of a cor- 
rupt World. And this being the main buſineſs of- 
your lives, and on which depends your future,happi-- 
neſs or Miſery; I hope you will conſider the danger dt: 
de ferring ſoꝑreat and neceſſary a Dutyto. a timethat is 
"4 | A5 | ont 


\ 
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3 your power to command as all future time 
he, only time that you are certain of is the 

1415 z it muſt be therefore folly and madneſs to 
Fr s 


and leave the great work to ſuch. an uncer- 
n Wa fo | render, it very doubtful whether ever 
n 


t M 1 plicable is SeJomans 
Vice, on, this ic cunt ; Eccles 9. 10. Jhaſoeyer 
y band thee . > do, 7+ with, thy git, 


e is 10 Hord. no- 79 nor K 110 
1 55 2 7 5 Grave * then Th 1 bf 


81 775 8 5 ad aithgredt Debts 5 of er. 


reien 5 ta 9 5 hurried toaJayle ſhou d receive 
2 kind aſſurance in 50 his Creditors, Ns upon his fub- 


miſſion and faithful promiſes of his future care and 


dent management he ſhquld not only be diſcharg d 
1 70 his Debts, oft he peg oa comfortable, and 


roſpergus wax of liying, an ſcryed for the 
fror all danger e 7 other Diſtreſs: 
Do. von think ſuch a Perſon, would defer the embra- 


cing, 0 ink a exs for Lears or Days? Or if he 
did would he not be look d upon as a. very fooliſh 


Perſon, and ſuch a one as juſtly deſerved to be . 


in the number of Madmen? You may apply this to 
your Spirſ irity, 9 holy 5 758 = the vaſt diſ- 
proportis pri. s between . Temporal. and. Eternal 


hi 522 Med you. do 'ſexiovſly, methinks, you 
mould bea 


akened to a due Care and Dreh in 

1 — to make your Calling and Election ſure.. You 
will never be at peace with your ſelves till you have 
ſeriouſly endeayour'd to reconcile. your ſelves to God, 


and by yaur;Repentance and renewed Holineſs gain'd 
_ "a comfortable proſpett of Pardon thro' the al-prevail- 
Aug merits ok dat Saviour, whoſe great deſign in ſuf- 


Fering an IEnominious death on the Croſs, was to pur- 


chãſe che forgiveneſs of SinsandaſcertaintheSalvation 
of all Faithful and truly Penitent Chriftians. In order 


a this great wy en lay hold on all 72 


Por- N 
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( 
e portunities that the good Providence of God ſhall 
0 lay before you towards the furtherance of it. It may 
rs be uſeful to you in the time of health to look into 
er and conſider ſerioufly the office our Church has pre- 
1c ſcribed to be uſed at the viſitation of the Sick, and 
-r deliberately to Read over thoſe Pathetick exhortati- 
be ons, which may have a good influence on the con- 
6, duct of your lives, and make you better acquainted: 
ie wich it againſt the time that you ſhall have more 
particular occafion to have recourſe to it, and this 
brings age; ns - 5 01675 hobo pen ON int} 
II. In the Second place to give you ſome ſhert di- 
rections as to your behaviour in the time of Sickneſs. 
In the time of Health I am willing to think you have 
made a general p > gn by living in the fear of 
God, and due obedience fo his righteous Laws, if 
you have not, your work will be the greater and more 
difficult. As ſoon as you find your ſelf ill, if any of 
your worldly affairs ſeem to you to be out of order, 
ſettle them preſently as well as y can to your n 
content, and then lay aſide all thoughts of them. 
Look on yourSicknels as a viſitation coming from the - 
handof God, and receive it with humility;Thankfulneſs - 
and Reſignation ; and enquire into your own Soul for 
what ends and purpoſes it may be ſent you, and en- 
deayour under it to anſwer all the gracious defigns - 
of your Heayenly*Father, who in all the variety of 


4 


his diſpenſations ſtill intendsſthe good of his Crea- - 


is beſt for them. Jou cannot chuſe ſo wel for your - 
ſelves as God does who foreſees all fature events -- 
and will order what is propereſt for you: and your 
Humility and Piety will be ever beft ſhown by think- -- 
ing ſ0#' In your reflection and enquiry with ur 
ſelves carefully ſnun * may tend o 
Preſumptien or Deſpair; àppl our le 

to the aſſiſtance of your Spirituaf Guile 


is too uſual) ask bis help the laſt r when | FP F. , 


think it reaſonable to lay aſide the care of your Sl. 


tutes, and thre” his unerring Wiſdom knows What 


bar eie tine ß 


fitiani and Frends deſpairof your recovery. Can du 
1 ti ; 
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Church of Rome uſes in Auricular Confeſſion to ex- 


Conduct you may expett proper and Comfortable 


adviſable in ſuch exigences not to ſtifle her dictates, 


i Ghoſt for their miraculous Co-operation in the 


c (429) | 
tin tis juft taking leave of the Body? And is not the 
direction of a Wiſe and good Minifter matter of the 
greateſt comfort and ſatisfaction, while you have 
power and opportunity to attend his. Admonitions 
and Inſtructions ? Be free with him for your on 
Comfort and Information, and miſtruſt not his In- 
tegrity. I dare ſay you will not have offer d to you 
any of the Artifices and Politick Devices that the 


tort. Secrets form: thoſe of her Communion. Our 
Church only modeſtly exhorts incaſe of any guilt or 
grief that burthens your Conſcience, to make Confeſ- 
ſion to your Spiritual Guide; from whoſe prudent. 


Directions: And this only in way of advice, in which 
your own Conſcience is your director. And it is. 


ſutable Help, and Comfort. u 204 
Apply your thoughts feriouſly toe very particular of 
the exhortations, and enquire into; your on Saul, 
for the Correction of what ſins this merciful-Vifita- 
tion may be deſign d, for which let your Repentance 
be proportionable, and your Sorrow. ſutable to the 
Nature, Degrees and. Repetition. of them. Let your 
Reſolutions. and Purpoſes. of amendment ( if God 
ſhall be pleas'd. in mercy to reſtore; your health) be 
grounded on certain principles of Thankfulne(s,Obe- 
dience, and Hopes of future HappineG thro: the me- 
kits, and mediation of our Lord Jeſus. Chrift, | _ 
At the repetition of. the ſeveral Articles of the 
Cxeed, examine the ſtedfaſtneſs of your Faith in them 
weigh what each ofthem importsas to your Duty and 
Expectations, make an humble and. comfortable ap 
Plication of them. to your own Soul, and then you 
ill be led. to admire the Power, Wiſdom and Good 
meſs of God.; and: to adore the Fat her, Son, and Ho 


"> 


but to unburthen your mind that you may have 


; SanWſication, e 
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Notion of the Almighty to think he will alter his 
Laus and Government to gratifie the Pride, vain 
Paſſions and corrupt Affections of his Creature, or elſe 


At the receiving the Abſolution in an Holy ad- 


you may be agJur'&that it will be ratified in Heav n. 


— 
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- Recolle& ſeriouſly whether you have wrong'd any 
one in their Perſons, Reputations, or Rights; and 
endeavour immediately to make them Satisfaction 
and Reſtitution: And defire their Pardon and 
Reconciliation in ſuch a manner as is agreeable to- 
the directions of the Goſpel, Freely forgive and 
reconcile your ſelves to thoſe that have wrong d, in- 
jur'd. diſoblig'd-or difobey'd you, and forgive them 
with the ſame ſincerity as you expect forgiveneſs in 
the other world: for without ſo doing you can never 
be aſſurd of Gods pardon- of your own fins. And 
ſure that muſt be a very dangerous ſwelling of Spi- 
rit that tempts you to the hazard of your own eter-- 
nal Salvation, and deprives your ſurviving Friends 
of all comfortable hopes of your fincerity in all the 
other inſtances of your preparations for your change. 
Can ony one that has any due ſenſe of himſelf or his 
Chriftian Duty be ſo vain as to think it poſhble for 
the offences of any Man againft him, to bear any. 
proportion to the offences that he has committed a- 

gainſt the Almighty, and has not God made the for- 
giving others an indiſpenſable condition of obtaining 
his forgiveneſs ? You muſt entertam a very wrong 


your uncharitableneſs muſt make your paſſage to 
an other world void of all true Comfort. Toienforce: ' 
my advice im this, Read over ſeriouſly the Parable 
in the 1th of St Martbew's Goſpel, beginning at the 
23. v. Conſider the concluſion at the laſt v. and then 
the danger your uncharitableneſs expoſes you to. 


miration of the goodneſs of God to Penitent Sin- 
ners, humbly pray that it may be ſeal'dand confirm d 
to your own Soul: For the efficacy depends on the 
ſoundneſs of your Faith, and the ſincerity. of your Re- 
pentance, and if they are ſuch as recommend you to 
the divine favour according to the;Goſpel Covenant, 


Re- 


— 


whoſe abilitys and experience has recommended him 
1 e b ; a. 
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*Requeft your Miniſter to put you into a ſutable 
preparation for receiving the Holy Sacrament, and 
deſire to partake of it as ſoon as he thinks fit. In 
your condition you ſtand in need of the beft ſupport 
of your Chriſtian Faith, and the higheſt encourage - 
ments of Divine Grace, and the ſtrongeſt foundati- 
on of your hope; which are all included in this Os- 
dinance, it being the great Pledge and Seal of your 
pardon and reconciliation to God, and the utmoſt 
aſſurance you can have on earth (on your due pre- 
paration) of the Divine acceptance. And if your 
ſickneſs is long, and your recovery dubious, deſite 


a frequent repetition of it, that you may often tafte 


and perceive how: good and gracious our Lord is to 
all humble penitent Sinners. In the time of your 
ſickneſs let the 351. the 71 Eſalms, and our Saviour's 
Sermon on the Mount beginning at the 5th, and 


ending at the 7th of the Goſpel written by St. Ma- 
thew be often Read to you, or at leaft in diſtances. 


of time as you can beſt bear and intend it. 


And ſince God has mercifully afforded you means 
for the recovery of your Health, apply your ſelves 


timely: to the moſt proper ways you can have; and 
harbor not over careful thoughts as to the event, but 


leave it to the diſpoſal} of Providence imploring 
4 Bleſſing on what you take. Suffer not your 
Spirits to a miftruſt'of your Phyſitians Skill, or fink 
under that miſtaken notion (which too commonly 
prevails) that every Mans particular time is unalter- 
dbly appointed by the eternal decrees of Gd. 

” "Whether thro* ignorance or a ſparing humour we 
find it difficult to perſwade many Peop'e that are of 
Ability'to have timely recourſe to thoſe means God 


has allowed them, and does require they ſhould uſe. 


Let me therefore deſire you early to apply your ſelves 
to all ſafe and proper methods for the recovery of 
your Health. Call in the Phyſician to your help, and 
carefully obſerve his preſcriptions as the Son of Sirach 
adviſes, Eeccl:f. 38. make Choice of fuch an one 


(150 
to the generabeſteem of the Neighbourhood; and 
by no means venture your conſtitution into the hands 
of bold and ignorant pretenders to that Noble Sci- 
ence, to he Maſter of which' to any uſeful put poſes 
requires much Labour, Induſtry, Learning and Expe- 
DEB: £00.01 MAIS 3 #74 Me TOE Vo DT 
Neither ſuffer a dejection of your Spirits, on the 
opinion which too many have, that che time of 
your life is ſo unalterably fix d, that do what you can, 
you can neithre live longer or die ſooner. Thechief au- 
thority for which among common People, is ground- 
ed, on à miſunderſtanding of: that paſſage in the 
14. ch, Fob. v. 3. bis days are determined, ibe numbes 
of. bis months are with ther, thau: haſt appoimed bi 
bounds which be cunnot paſs, Which place muſt be un - 
der ſtood in General as to the Death of all Men, who 
are appointed to die; Immortality not being deſign'd 
for this State. There is a great difference between 
Gods foreknowledge and his abſolutelydecreeing any 
i Days and ears of Mans life in bee 
of Gods fore Knowiedge are determinately ſeen, 
but from thence it does not neeeſſarily follow, that the 
thing it ſelf, the particular time of Mans life, is neceſ- 
ſarily determin'd it being in it felf variable; but 
only that God who cannot Poſſibly be deceiv'd, ſee-- 
ing all things at one glance, upon whar immediate 
Cauſe ſoe ver they de pendʒzdoes certainly ſee the Effet. 
Natural and Moral Cauſes, as a well framd Conſti- 
tut ion, Wholſom Diet, good Air and Water, Con- 
tinence, Temperance and Freedom from Paſſions 
have a great Efficacy in preſerving. Human Life. 
4 And as ſuch are ſeen by God, who gave them that 
tendency; yet ſo as he can put a ſtop to thoſe na- 
tural and Moral cauſes, can Inhibit them as he 
thinks beſt in his infinite Wiſdom, and accord- 
ing to the meaſures of his Juſtice, Mercy, 
and Goodneſs; God may in Mercy ſhorten 
the Life of the Righteous to take him away 
from the evil to come as is plain in the Caſe of 
Good Foſiab. Or his Juſtice may cut of the * 
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ed, when both of them according to the Strength 
of Nature,andthe common courſe thereof might have 
lived longer. Nor can we ſuppoſe Fob, to intend 
the Eftabliſhment of this Opinion 'by this place of 
Scripture; becauſe he. wou'd then ſeem to Contradict 
himſelf. For he ſays. ch. 21. v, 19. 20. 2. God lay- 
eib up bis iniquity for bit Children; be rewardeth him, 
amd be ſpall know it, bis Eye: ce his deſtruction, aud 


ſhall drint of the wrath of the Almighty. For 


what Pleaſure bath be in bis Houſe after bim, when the 
number of bis mont be cut off in tbe midſt, 
And we find in a great many places of Scripture, 
God promiſes length of days to good Men, and 


threatents to ſhorten the Life of the Wicked. Thus 
in tbe fifth Commandment, length of days is pro- 


mis d to the honouring Parents, and the ſame is 
made in more general terms to thoſe who obey the 
Statutes and Laws of God, Deut. 4. 40. the caſe of 
Hezeliab is a plain proof of this, I/. 3 8. v, 2. the 


i N brings a forrowful Meſſage from God, thus 
ſaub the Lord ſet thine Houſe in order, for thou 


Jbalt Die and not Live, Upon this the good King, 
turn d his Face unto the wall, and Pray d unto the 
Lord, wept, mourn'd and humbled himſelf, on which 
the Prophet was ſent on a kind Meſſage to him 
v, J. go and ſay to Hezekiah thus ſaith the Lord, 


be God of David thy Fatber. 1 bave bear'd thy 


Prayers, and haue ſeen thy tears, bebold I will add 
unto thy days fifteen Tears. | For your further con- 
viction I refer you to theſe ſeveral Texts ofScripture 
Deut. 5. 16. 33. 8. 1. Kin. 3. 14. Pf. 34. 12, 
13. 14. FEſ. 51. 16. the 102. 24. and 55. Pro. 3. 


16. Fer. 21. 8. 9. St. Math. 6. 33. 1- Pet. 3. 10. 


1.1. from whence you may infer that Men may ſhor- 
ten or prolong their days ina great meaſure by their 
own conduct behaviour, and the ill or prudent Man- 
agement and Government of their Paſſions and Affecti- 
ons; and that God has not abſolutely and uncondi- 


_ tionally decreed: the fatal period of every Mans Life, 
becauſe he has. Conditionally- promis d to. prolong. 


8 Mens. 
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Mens Lives, or threatened to ſhorten them accord- 
ing to their behaviour. Now there can be no place 
for conditional promiſes where an abſolute decree 
is paſs't: a Man cannot be ſaid to be cut off in the 
midft of his Days, if he lives as long as the Al- 
mighty decrees he ſhall live, for if the period 
of every particular Mans Life be determin d by 
oo Arr are his Days but what he has decreed 

r him, 

T hope on a ſerious conſideration of this, thoſe 
of you that may have been carried away by a wrong 
notion in this point will be brought off from it, and 
be led to entertain more honourable thoughts of God, 
and more comfortable ones ot your own condition; 
and ſo prudently betake your ſelves to thoſe methods 
that are moſt proper for the health and welfare 
both of Soul and Body. I ſhall therefore cloſe this 
head with the Son of Sirabs advice Ecclus 18, 19. 
Ufe Pbiſck or ever thou be ſick, before Fudge ment 
examine thy ſelf, and in the day of Viſnation thou 
ſbalt find Mercy, Humble thy ſelf before thou be 
fick, and in the time of fins ſhew repentance, Let 
— binder thee to pay thy Vows in due time; 
and defer not until Death to be juſtified. And ſo 
I- paſs in the Third place to direct your conduct in 
caſe of Recovery, _ e ä | 

III. If it pleaſe God to raiſe you from the Bed of 
Sickneſs, and Reftore your Health, I wou d deſire you 
to. conſider how. you ought to expreſs yuur Thank» 
fulneſs. Now that the Almighty has taken off his af- 
flicting Rod and has heal'd your broken Bones, and 
made your Soul joyful; how ought you to admire 
| the Divine goodneſs and to praiſe him for this unde-- 
ſerv'd-farour towards you ? As ſoon as you can ſafely 
enter into his Courts, return him your Humble 
thanks there; and upon the firſt opportunity re- 
ceive the Cup of Salvation and call with thankfulneſ 
on the name of the Lord: That being the great or- 
dinance of thanksgiving for all the unſpeakable Mer- 
cys our good God does vouchſafe us out of his 
boundleſs Compaſſion and for the ſake and Merits of 
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our Crucified Saviour, How freſh and exalted ought 
your gratitude to be that you are ſtill on this fide the 
Grave to praiſe your good God in the Land of the 
Living? how careful ought you to be of all theſe ſe- 
rieus vous, and reſolutions which on your reflexion 
and Examination of your Soul you have had juſt oc- 
caſion to make in the time of your Sickneſs, to imprint 
them firmly on your minds? and on the return 
of any Temptations to arm your ſelves with the can- 
ſiderat ion of your having ſolemnly reſolv'd never 
jore to walk in thofe evil ways that lead to De- 
ruction. Thus endeavour to keep your ſelves 
ſtedfaſt in your Obedience to the Holy Laws of your 
God, and never entertain any thing that ſhall ſep e- 
rate you from his love: But labour to improve 
daily in all vertue and Godlineſs of living, that you 
may perfect what is behind of your Repentance. _ 

This is my fourth and laſt advice, and you will find 
it to be the beſt preparation for your next or laſt 
Sickneſs. While your Health laſts, have recourſe to 
thoſe good thoughts that in time ofSickneſs you have 
treaſur d up; recollect all the ſober and good inſtru - 
ions you have any where met with, by Reading, 


Hearing, Meditation or Converſation. And embrace all 


ſeaſonable Opportunitys of inſtilling them into the 
Minds of thoſe about you, your Children, Friends 
and Dependants. Shew them both how neceſſary and 
comfortable an early Pietyis, how void of all real Satis. 


faction the RecolleQion, the Gayeties Splendor and 


Folly of this vain World is. How pleaſent it is to 


your Soul to reflect on what has been done Well, how 


grievous and bitter the remembrance of paſt Sins 
and Folly is, and how intolerable they would be, 
had you not comfortable hopes of the Truth and 
Sincerity of your Repentance, and of the accep- 
tance of it, thro? the Infinite Mercys of God in a 


Cruciſied Jeſus. - Do this while you are well, that 


Fon may doit with more Comfort to yourſelves and 
moreBenefit to others when your laſt Sickneſs comes · 
The Words of dying and Pious Friends, are apt to 
leave ſtrong and laſting Impreſſions, and you pow 
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ſelves will ſee the greater Reaſon to adore the 
Divine Goodneſs, that you were not cut off in the 
Act, and full career of finning z but had the Grace 
Siren you to avoid the dangerous Temptation of de- 

erring your Care of the main Concern, and lea- 
ving your Happineſs to the great uncertainty of a 
Death-bed Repentance. You will find Work e- 
nough to exerciſe your Thankfulneſs, Humility, 
Meekneſs, Patience and Reſignation to the Divine 
Will: and to lift up your trembling Soul in fervent 
Prayer to God, to continue to you the due exerciſe 
of all Chriſtian Graces, that will thro' his Infinite 
Mercy qualify you for the Pardon of your Sins, and 
the Divine Favour and ſo make your latter End com- 
fortable in the hopes and well grounded ExpeQati- 
ons of your happy ſhare in the blisfulEnjoyments of a 
glorious Eternity, thro' the Merits of Chriſt, To- 
wards the furtherance of which I recommend to your 
uſe theſe fallowing Prayers, and heartily pray that all 
of us may ſo live and dye that thro” the unſpeakable 
Mercys of God in Jeſus Chriſt we may meet in a State 


of Eternal Happineſs, for ever to Praiſe and Glori- 


fy our Good and. Merciful Creator and Redeemer. 


— * * — 


A Prayer to be added to your daily Devo- 
tion, which with a ſmall Alteration is 
taken out of Biſhop Taylor's great Ex- 


*J emplar. rd 


* 


Oe pal eſis, who. by Death baſs over- 


come Death, and by. thy Paſſion taken out it's 
ſting, and made it become one of the Gates baſt Hea- 
ven, and au entrance to Happineſs,; 10 Bleſſed: be thy Glo- 
rious Name that I have birberto. eſcaped the ſurpriſes 
of it, and that thro' C Jam made ſenſibſe f 


my Duty of pr paring. for it. - Preſerve. me in Her-. 
cy from thoſe —— that may haſten: it, and from 


the committing any Sins, which may bring is as 4 judg- 
ment on me. Haus Mercy on me now, and eſpecially. 


at, that Gaſtly minute. Let they Grace prevent, a 
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and Aſſt me all the Days of my ſhort Pilgrimage 
bere, thas I may by 4 Devout, Pr par: and: v5 43 vi 
ble bebavionr. wait chearfully for the coming. of my Lord, 


aud be ready to Obey thy. Voice, at. what- ever Hour thou 


Ful Creature let me not be in any manner unprovided, 
mor (if it be thy Divine Will ) let my departure 


be haſty, but after the uſual manner of Men: Thas 
nothing may be Remarkable in. it but my Repent- 
ence, Humility, Patience, Reſignation and a Manifeſta- 
tion -of thy great and wonderful mercy. Grant, me 
to the Jaft the Happy enjoyment of my Senſes and un- 
derſtanding, and that I may Die the Death of the Righ- 
reous ; baving firſt diſckarg'd all my Obligation! of 
Fuſlice, leaving none tbro my fault or negleſt Miſe- 
rable or unprovided at my departure, that have any 
Dependance on me, or of whom I can take care, But 
ever be thou the Portion of my Friends and. Relations, and 
let aby Bleſſings both Spiritual and Temporal accompany. 
them. till we ſhall meet in tbe Boſom of our =y 
Preſerve. me ever in the peace and. Communion of the 
Church, and bleſs my Bed of Sickneſs, or Deatb with the 


good Direction, and Pray'rs of a Spiritual guide, with 


n Happy partaking of the Holy Sacrament, with patient 


Submiſſion, and caſting of all care upon thee,with a Firm 
faith and well: Grounded: bope, with juſt. Meaſures of Re- 
pimance, and a ſincere Love to tbee my God, and all Man- 


kind, with affiftance and guard of Angels that with ſafe- 
ty and joy 4 may — pick: Revy the Ba 
my faithful. Creator, and at the Revelation of the great 
Day be received imo the joy of my Lord. Gran this 
Q Holy, and moſt Merciyful Feſus Amen. | 
A Prayer in the time of Sickneſs.  - - 
M2? wiſe ani gracious Father of Mercys and the 
| Cod of all true comfort! Look down in Mercy 
and Compaſſion" on me thy Poor Creature under thy 
afftiting Hand.  Bleſſe# be thy* Glorious Name that 
my diſtemper was not fo Violens aud ſurpriſing as to de- 
prive me of my Senſes and Reaſon, but that I haue 


porrunity allo d me to recolleit thy former Goodneſs -— 
82 1 8 ward 


* 3 and to offer my fincere thanks for this 


Give me 0 


Falneſi for 


tbem all my groſſer deli 


good thought; and good defires, and enable me 10 bring 


* 
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wards me, and my own unwortbineſs; the thoughts of both 
which lead me in all Humility of Soul to 15 this kind 

Yy Fatberly. 
| ement, in that thou baſt not in ſome more ſevere 
Infl ances of Dijplesſe ure 10 enter imo ꝓudgmem with me. 

Lord, à true and Lively ſenſe of thy Goodneſs 
and Patience, and of my own Tranſgreſſions, that thank. 

the ove and ſhame. ad Sorrow for the otber 
may lead me to a fincere Repentance, and Holy purpoſes 
of Reformation, in ſuch « manner «s my be Acceptable 


to thee and Comfortable to my Soul, That I may baue 


«rue Underflanding of the. Goſpel Covenam, and the 
Conditions that attend it, that I may have Grace and 
Strength to improve the remaining Moments of my Life 

to thy Glory, and the furtherance of my own Salvation, 

That as tbe Miſemploying of an Healthful ſtate juſtly. 
Frovoł d thee to lay thy Aſflicti ve Hens en me (which 
1 yet Humbly bope is deſgu d in Mercy to my Poor Soul). 


fo grant thas I may make ſuch an improvement of it, as 


tber thy Gracious purpoſes may be anſwer d, and my Kee 


pentance meet with a favourable acceptance tbr t 
Merits and interceſſion of my Bleſſed Saviour. That I may. 
impartially ſearch and tiy my ways and turn fincerely 
to the Lord, That all the frail, infirmitys . and 
imperfetions of my. paſt 5 may be pittied, and with 
ate and willful Sin, par- 
dowd, Keep me by thy belp and Goodneſs from the 
Temptations of thas . Subtle and Vialent Adverſary of 
Men, from the prevailing Corruptions of my own Na- 
ture, and from the Jempting baits of this deceitful world, 
Grant me the Gracious aſſiſtance 7 thy Holy Spirit now, 
which I fear baue toq coldly asf d in the time of Health, 


Forgive in thy Boundleſs Goodneſs my ſmall improvement. 


under all the means of Grace, and thoſe Opportunitys thou 
baſt plemifully afforded me towards the furtherance of 
22 verlaſting Happyneſs 3 and refreſh my Memory of - 

ſo as may adminiſter matter of inſtruqtion and 
3 10 my Poor Soul, I bumbly ſubmit my ſelfx 
to thy Divine will, di, poſe of me, as thou in thy Divine 
Wiſdom knows to be beff for me. Put mo my Heart © 


them to good Effet, De- 


| ( 22 0 8 

Denver me from all evil Sugge fins that lead 20 

10 Preſiimprion” or deſpair. 21 8 4 the Light 
Okay upon. me, rd £0 
make me Heure 0 if Foy 2 
or Death I m DG 10 yr" Name, be prefers 
in thy. * 25 Love, and when ever I. depart hence, J 
may 2 and thro” tbe Merits and imer. 


ceſſion 7 8 5 N be recetv'd imo thine. er- 
ft e, nt 4 e e Fac 


n had) les 


Immediately before 100 Receive what . 
been Prelcribd by your Phyfitian, you 
may uſe this Prayer. 

0 Gracious God who in thy inflnire Goodrty, ben 


en us Medicines for the Cure of our diſeaſes 


ant uppvinied"us ts ue them ; Gram 4 Bleſfng 10 this 


Jam ubeut to receive (that if 'rhow ſceſt fir in thy Di. 


vine Miſdom) it may bas an Effeanal operation 0 
that end. aleſt means thro thy Divine Bleſſing 
baue been fach ful in the greateſt difficultys. Thy Police 
is allways the ſame and if it maybe to thy Glory, and my 
ram wh ns what am now about 10 take may hade 

lb Hg, tha may be reſtorrd to a flats of Health © 
80 Celebrate thy praiſe, and io Publiſp to tbe World thy" 
Mercy towards thy unworthy;Creature.”' Gram this 7 
Pray with ar bumble Submiſſion to thy Di vine Wil, 
0 Merci wage the ſcke aud Merits of Feſus oy 
my and Seviour, Amen, 


A Prayer before receiving the! Sacra 


04. 7 bumbly adore thy Glorious Majeſty; ae 
in this iy Fatherly Vifration whou. baſt reifully + 
continued to me the.uſe of my ſenſes and rr 20 
and bleſfd my Sick Bed with ſutable affiſtances and 
| RNs, 27 Spiritual Guide: and that I am now thro” 
unſpeal 


le goodneſs ro mypoor Soul about to part ate o 
4 0% Holy ; 28 Kg which our gracious Lord inſtituted. 
in . F bis great Mercy to Mankind, in undergo- 


ominious Beab r deliver bis faithful Fer. 
* wants” 


ing an 


On . 10 1 5 100 
ef. Gran thit in 5 


; | 


4 perfect Love of thee, and that Love may be manifeſted 
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| out fon: Eternal 2 hn 1. the ond E 

ance of t e that the diſpoſition of my mind may 
ſuch, as to 8 hambly ſenſible of my. own fanfulneſs and 
unworthineſs, and of thy tender Love to Penitent-ſumerss 
of the prevalent Merits of my Sæviours bitter Paſſion, wid 
of the Virtue and Efficacy of this Holy Ordinance to all 

& come to it with penitent Hearts, and ſtedfaſt Faith. 
Let me bave atrue taſt of thy goo i, ler it be a defence 
to me againſt all Temptation, and Spirit gers, 4 
comfors to me in all my ene Agonys, a Gragious 
Seal of thy, Pardon and Reconctiation, and the Ha 
Pledge of my Salvation ; that I may 10 the laſt 
of my Life retain a Comfortable reliſh of it, that it may 
Strengthen my Faith, confirm my hope, and continue in 


me an entire love to thee my God til I come to parta le 


of the. fruit. of my Saviour; Merits and all prevailing 
lob 


interceſſion, . which be bas Purchasd by bis fuffering*+ 
Grant this 0 ! Heavenly Father far the Tie m 15 


= 


A Prayer after recovery from Sickneſs. 
O Haly and moſt Merciful God 1 adore thy Eternal 

4 Majeſty, and admire thy Infinite Goodneſs, that 

in compaſſiam to my Poor Soul, thou baſt deli ver d me 
from the Faws ef \ Death, and raiſ'd me from my Bed 

4 Sickueſs with Foyful. lips to praiſe thy Holy Name, 
thou. didſt correct me in Mercy but didſt not give me 
over to Death. And now thou baſt made we whole 4 
gain, reſtrain me be thy Grace from Saving a more 
leaſt a worſe thing. Happen to me. Grant that this. thy 
kind repreive may not make. me careleſs and ſecure, but 
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Patience and Long ſuffering io ibe ſerious Purpoſes 
working. out my Salvation. And tbat I may employ the 
Remaining portion of my Days to that Happy end. 


that I may wait for my. Lords coming; and improve + 


& 4 due ſenſe of thy Goodneſs may raiſe in my Soul 


by my Obedience to all thy Commands, That all thoſe 


good Reſolutions I have made may be carefully 0bſerv'd 


me, that I may bave Power and ſtrengtb to rejet a 
8 | "0 E. 


- 


il | 4555 
M e allurempves" 4 ſin and ga: And be hept in ot 
| | FHumble frame mind, and - faithful Obedience to thy 
. Holy Laws, till finally tbro : thy Mercy in our Lord 
| Feſus Chriſt thou Rats be plea 4 10 * me 10 thine 
| OP Kingdom, ns n 


A Prayer when there ap] : rs mal hopes 
> OE eee. 4m, fe. e 


temat and moſt Sm coal tas 4 in 
18 We ee the Poor Cregrure, wow 
* Sewing toward my diſſolution 5 in thy Bounileſs Mercy 
Will! | pode wo my Sins, and Tranfgre s, which yet I dare 
1 nor ask bus thro* the Merits of my Gracious Redeemer, 
woe by bis pretious Blood bas male alien to thy Di- 
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